[Population screening: there are no certainties].
Massive investments are being made for research into the prevention and reduction of risks and diseases. False-positive outcomes from screening investigations result in fear in a substantial number of patients, and are expensive for society as a whole. Screening for breast cancer has little or no impact on breast-cancer mortality; rather, the negative side-effects of false-positive outcomes of breast cancer screening are a serious problem. The incidence of false-positive results of colorectal cancer screening is underestimated. The risks of overdiagnosis and overtreatment as a result of screening are substantial.